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Executive Summary 

From January to June 2019 Romania held for the first time the Presidency of the European Union 

(EU) Council. Through an advocacy process that begun in 2017, UNICEF partnered with different 

stakeholders within the Romanian Government to promote children’s rights, particularly child 

participation, as a key priority of the EU Agenda. During those six months, UNICEF in Romania 

mainly worked with the Ministry of Labor and Social Justice through the National Authority for 

the Protection of Child Rights and Adoption - NAPCRA, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  through 

the Minister Delegate for EU Affairs, the Ministry of National Education, the Ministry of Youth and 

Sport, Eurochild, the Romanian Federation of Children NGOs (FONPC), along with other civil 

society organizations and children themselves, among other stakeholders including UNICEF 

offices from all 28 Member States. The overall goal was to strengthen inclusion and ownership 

of children and adolescents in relevant EU decision and policy making processes, by establishing 

a general rule and concrete structural mechanisms at the EU level that guarantee their continued 

engagement in debates, policy and decision making, and help shape a new future for the Union. 

A “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” was developed during the period of the EU 

Presidency by a diverse group of dedicated Romanian children and through a consultative 

process involving EU and child rights experts from different institutions and international 

organizations, and most importantly children and adolescents from all over Europe. It was 

handed over to EU leaders during the Informal EU Leader’s Summit in Sibiu.  

The Children’s Declaration is a call to action for the EU and its member states, to establish formal 

mechanisms that promote children’s participation in decision-making processes as per the EU 

Recommendation Investing in Children, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union, and in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The process to develop the 

‘Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration’ had two inter-connected tracks; a child-led one and an 

expert-led one. Both tracks came together during several milestones, but also had their 

independent and parallel processes.  

 

Numerous novelties were attained by UNICEF in Romania in partnership with the Romanian 

Government during the Presidency of the EU Council: 

• The Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration was the 1st ever international document 

that was drafted by children at the global level.  

• UNICEF and the Delegate Minister for European Affairs carried out the 1st ever public 

consultation done only with children in the preparation of a Presidency of the 

EU Council.  

• Romania was the 1st country to have a child-friendly webpage on the Romanian EU 

Presidency’s website. 

• Romania was the 1st country to appoint Junior Ambassadors to represent children 

and adolescents at the EU level.  

In addition to these advocacy achievements, UNICEF in Romania made significant efforts to 

communicate this process through different communication materials in the traditional and 

online media and reached more than 14.4 million people through both channels. 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H0112&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H0112&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN
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• Main media results:  

Channel 
Number of 

materials 

Potential 

Impressions [1]  

Online 164 166,783 

TV 8 3,010,000 

Print 9 267,330 

Radio 10 6,714,000 

Public Service 

Announcement (PSA) 
706 4,286,000 

TOTAL 897 14,444,113 

 

• Main social media results (UNICEF in Romania’s accounts + partners’ accounts)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Potential Impressions (gross) = Total of reach values for each media channel. Broadly defined, it 
represents any interaction between a piece of content and an audience member. It does not reflect the 
number of actual different persons exposed to the message (like Reach). 

  

Social 

Media 

Number of 

posts Reach 

Share of 

voice 

Facebook 126 1,879,790 61% 

Twitter 33 165,712 5% 

Instagram 34 169,239 34% 

Total 193 3,106,819 100% 

file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
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1. Background 

Thirty years have passed since the Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by all EU 

countries. Under Article 12, it stipulates the right of all children to be heard and have their views 

considered in accordance with their age and maturity. In addition, Article 24 of the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European Union recognizes the child’s right to be heard and the 

European Commission’s Recommendation on Investing in children asks for a mechanism that 

promotes child participation in decision-making that affects their lives to be put in place. 

Currently, 1 in 5 European citizens is a child. However, according to a survey conducted by 

Eurochild and UNICEF only 43% of them think that the EU is improving their lives and 8% believe 

that adults listen to their opinions when taking decisions in their communities. Moreover, the 

‘Evaluation of legislation, policy and practice on child participation in the European Union’, 

published by the European Commission in 2015, concluded that “legislative arrangements 

relating to child participation vary considerably across the EU” and drew attention to “the gap 

that so often exists between legislation and practice”.  

Consequently, UNICEF in Romania took the opportunity of the Romanian Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union (EU), held in the first half of 2019, to set child participation on 

top of the EU agenda. This was achieved through a process of advocacy and communications 

that took more than six months, from the end of 2018 until June 2019, with the engagement of 

different stakeholders within the Romanian Government. It reached its highest point with the 

International conference on Children’s Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at EU 

that took place on May 6 and 7th, 2019, when the “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” was 

adopted, urging European leaders to consult and involve them when making decisions that 

regard their future. The document was created through a complex consultation process that 

involved both children, and international experts and representatives of European Institutions in 

charge with children’s rights. Nevertheless, numerous milestones were attained before this 

event. Furthermore, this is still an ongoing process and there are next steps to follow for child 

participation to be implemented in decision-making in the EU, at national, community and family 

level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Europe_Kids_Want_Brochure.pdf
https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Europe_Kids_Want_Brochure.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration
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2. Overview of the process: milestones, key events & decisions 

 

2018: Advocacy with different stakeholders to set up child participation as a 

priority of the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council  

• After UNICEF presented three different proposals for promoting child rights during the 

Romanian Presidency of the EU Council, an agreement was set with the Ministry of 

Labor and Social Justice through the National Authority for the Protection of Child 

Rights and Adoption (NAPCRA) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through the Minister 

Delegate for European Affairs to cooperate with a view of promoting children’s right 

to participate as a priority. The main goal of the cooperation was to boost children’s 

involvement in child-related decision-making and policy development processes at 

the EU level.  

• In September 2018 UNICEF and the Minister Delegate for EU Affairs organized the 

first-ever EU public consultation only with children about several child related topics. 

The event gathered more than 300 children and took place in Bacau. 

December 2018: Call for Junior Ambassadors begins  

• NAPCRA, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, through the Minister Delegate for European 

Affairs and UNICEF in Romania launched the selection call for children and adolescents 

for “Junior Ambassadors to the European Union” program. This was done for the first 

time in the EU. The call for candidacy was addressed to all girls and boys aged 

between 10 and 17, from rural and urban areas who are passionate about child rights.  
 

January 9, 2019: The Junior Ambassadors were selected 

• After going through a rigorous selection process, four Romanian Junior Ambassadors 

to the EU (two boys and two girls aged 16 to 17 years-old) were selected to serve as 

representatives of the Romanian children in various high-level EU events during the 

Romanian Presidency of the EU Council.  

 

January 23, 2019: Romanian Children’s Board is established  

 

• With support from UNICEF and in 

collaboration with different NGOs 

working with children and youth, 

together with student councils across 

the country, the Romanian Children’s 

Board was established to represent the 

Romanian Children and develop the 

first version of “Bucharest EU Children’s 

Declaration”. This was formed by a 

group of 20 children (including the 

Junior Ambassadors) of different ages, 

from urban and rural areas, growing up 

in families and in public care, from 

various ethnic minorities.   
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February 2019: Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration is drafted by the Children’s 

Board 

• During online and offline workshops, the Romanian children developed the preliminary 

version of the “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration”. The document aims to translate 

the right to participation into concrete actions at EU and Member State levels. 

February 26, 2019: Experts meeting on child participation in EU decision-making 

process in Brussels 

• A technical meeting gathering 

international experts on child issues was held 

at the Romanian Permanent Representation in 

Brussels, Belgium, to assess the “Bucharest EU 

children’s Declaration”. The goal was to 

formulate suggestions in a separate experts’ 

report for EU institutions and member states 

on how to best realize the ideas established in 

the Declaration. The draft was generated by 

representatives of EU institutions, member 

states, child rights experts and organizations, 

and children to review mechanisms that could 

be used to strengthen child participation in EU 

institutions. 

March 2019: Press Conference with the Romanian Junior Ambassadors 

• The four Romanian Junior 

Ambassadors to the European Union were 

presented in a press conference with 

Marius Budăi, the Minister of Labor and 

Social Justice, Gabriela Coman, President 

of NAPCRA, and Pieter Bult, UNICEF 

Representative in Romania.  

 

 

 

March-April 2019: Draft declaration is disseminated across the EU for children’s 

feedback 

• The Children’s Board and the four Junior Ambassadors connected with the wider 

Romanian children’s community through face-to-face meetings as well and through 

online consultations using U-Report and the ongoing UNICEF-EuroChild Survey on 

“Europe Kids Want”. The document was also disseminated across Europe for feedback 

from EU Member States children and civil society organizations, through the network 

of UNICEF, Eurochild, Save the Children, The Federation of Child Protection NGO's, 

European associations of high school students to obtain support and feedback from 

many different categories of children. 
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April 2-3, 2019: European Forum on the Rights of the Child in Brussels 

• This annual event is organized 

by the European Commission 

and gathers key actors from 

EU member states (as well as 

Iceland, Liechtenstein, 

Norway, Switzerland and the 

Western Balkans), 

international organizations, 

NGOs, Ombudspersons for 

children, practitioners, 

academics and the EU 

institutions to promote good 

practice on the rights of the 

child.  

• Four out of eight children 

participating to the Forum 

were the Romanian Junior 

Ambassadors to the EU. They talked about the importance of children's participation 

in decisions making that influence their lives and presented the draft of Bucharest 

Declaration of Children in the European Union.   

 

April 30, 2019: Experts Report is finalized 

• Through a partnership with Eurochild, the experts report was finalized, establishing 

concrete recommendations to the EU (Commission, Council and Parliament) for 

establishing formal structures, mechanisms and processes for child participation at 

Member State and EU levels, in view of implementation of the CRC within the EU.  

 

May 4-5, 2019: Pre-Conference for Children 

•  A preparatory meeting with 

children was organized in Bucharest 

before the International Conference 

to foster meaningful child 

participation during the event. For 

two days the representatives from 

the EU Member States were able to 

meet, get to know each other, 

prepare for various roles and 

opportunities to engage and finalize 

the Bucharest EU Children’s 

Declaration. 
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May 7, 2019: International Conference on Children’s Participation in Decision-

Making and Policy-Making at EU level in Bucharest 

• Over 60 children from 10 to 18 years old across 16-member states of the European 

Union and dozens of child rights experts, European high-level officials and civil society 

attended the conference in Bucharest, that laid the foundations for child consultation 

mechanisms that will enable children to participate in EU decisions. The format was 

interactive and put children on stage, giving them the floor as presenters, moderators 

and contributors. In total there were more than 200 participants from 25 countries 

(23 EU countries plus Iceland and Switzerland).  

• The event was organized by the Ministry of Labor and Social Justice through the 

National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption with 

UNICEF support, as part of the official calendar of the Romanian Presidency of the EU 

Council. 

• At the end of the conference, the “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” was adopted. 

This was just before the EU leaders’ informal Summit held in Sibiu (central Romania), 

on May 9th, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video about the International Conference on Child Participation 

 

May 9, 2019: Declaration was delivered to EU leaders in Sibiu 

• In the context of the Informal EU Leaders 

Summit on the Future of Europe, 

representatives of the Romanian Children’s 

Board – includig the Romanian Junior 

Ambassadors - were able to hand over the 

Declaration to several EU leaders, among which 

Donald Tusk, President of the European 

Council, Joseph Daul, the President of the 

European People's Party, and Klaus Iohannis, 

the Romanian President. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5kWimiGOBo
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May 22, 2019: Presentation of the Declaration 

to both EU Youth and Education Council of 

Ministers in Brussels 

• Two Romanian Junior Ambassadors to the EU 

presented the Declaration to both youth and 

education council of ministers and 

representatives of all 28 EU Member States in 

Brussels, also a one-of-a-kind endeavor. This 

was the first time that children addressed 

Councils of Ministers to the EU.  

 

June 2019: Prime Minister announced that a child will be included within her 

board of state councilors 

The news was announced by the Prime Minister’s Spokesperson. 

- Link to announcement (min. 3.15): http://gov.ro/ro/guvernul/sedinte-

guvern/briefing-de-presa-sustinut-de-purtatorul-de-cuvant-al-guvernului-nelu-barbu-

la-finalul-sedintei-de-guvern1560348477 

 

• The Prime Minister uses as a 

Facebook cover photo a photo 

with children taken during the 

International Conference.  

 

 

 

 

July 2019:  

Prime Minister mentions the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration in Brussels 

when presenting the report of Romania’s Presidency of the EU Council 

When presenting the main accomplishments and successes achieved during Romania’s 

Presidency of the EU Council, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă stated: "We have 

campaigned for the "Bucharest European Union Children's Declaration" to be drawn up 

under the auspices of the Romanian Presidency, a tool that provides the basis for the 

consultation of children and young people in the European Union's decision-making 

process. 

- Link: https://www.romania2019.eu/2019/07/03/live-prim-ministrul-viorica-

dancila-si-ministrul-delegat-pentru-afaceri-europene-george-ciamba-prezinta-bilantul-

mandatului-romaniei-la-presedintia-consiliului-uniunii-europene/ 

 

 

 

 

http://gov.ro/ro/guvernul/sedinte-guvern/briefing-de-presa-sustinut-de-purtatorul-de-cuvant-al-guvernului-nelu-barbu-la-finalul-sedintei-de-guvern1560348477
http://gov.ro/ro/guvernul/sedinte-guvern/briefing-de-presa-sustinut-de-purtatorul-de-cuvant-al-guvernului-nelu-barbu-la-finalul-sedintei-de-guvern1560348477
http://gov.ro/ro/guvernul/sedinte-guvern/briefing-de-presa-sustinut-de-purtatorul-de-cuvant-al-guvernului-nelu-barbu-la-finalul-sedintei-de-guvern1560348477
https://www.romania2019.eu/2019/07/03/live-prim-ministrul-viorica-dancila-si-ministrul-delegat-pentru-afaceri-europene-george-ciamba-prezinta-bilantul-mandatului-romaniei-la-presedintia-consiliului-uniunii-europene/
https://www.romania2019.eu/2019/07/03/live-prim-ministrul-viorica-dancila-si-ministrul-delegat-pentru-afaceri-europene-george-ciamba-prezinta-bilantul-mandatului-romaniei-la-presedintia-consiliului-uniunii-europene/
https://www.romania2019.eu/2019/07/03/live-prim-ministrul-viorica-dancila-si-ministrul-delegat-pentru-afaceri-europene-george-ciamba-prezinta-bilantul-mandatului-romaniei-la-presedintia-consiliului-uniunii-europene/
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EPIC publishes policy memo on children’s rights and participation in EU and 

Member States 

The European Platform for Investing in Children (EPIC) published a policy memo that 

provided an overview of how children’s rights are mainstreamed into EU and Member 

State policy frameworks and practices, following the adoption of the Bucharest EU 

Children’s Declaration. 

- Link: https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=9431&furtherNews=yes  

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=9431&furtherNews=yes
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2.1. Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration (short version) 

Call to Action for Child Participation in Decision-Making at National and EU levels 

Manifesto ‘Nothing for children without child participation’ 

Children from all over the European Union have gathered in Bucharest to present their 

commitment and to call on the leaders of EU Member States and of the European Union to make 

child participation a priority and a reality.  Why? Because we are 20% of Europe’s population 

and we are writing our own story through marches, vocalization, and representation. Because 

we want to be consulted on issues that influence our lives directly, both as European citizens, 

as well as of our own countries. Thirty years have passed since the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child was adopted by all EU countries.  Article 12, it stipulates the right of all children to be 

heard and have their views given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity. Though 

in 2018 “Europe we want” survey organized by Eurochild shows that only 43% of the children 

think that the EU makes their lives better and less than 8% feel that adults listen to their opinions 

when making decisions in their community.  

We should all have the right to participate, regardless of age, gender, origin, ethnicity, and 

ability. We should be learning how to be inclusive and support each other in an environment 

that is prepared to listen to all children. Opportunities should be created to support and 

encourage the participation of the most vulnerable children, whose voices are most often never 

heard. We commend any authority at community, regional, national or EU level willing to seek 

our opinions, but we ask that this be part of a process that is structured, continuous, meaningful, 

respectful and protective of our rights and values, and that uses our input. We are more than 

our ad hoc presence at public events and the nice pictures of us smiling together with decision-

makers. The culture of child participation can be built at all levels: family, community, local, 

regional, national and European levels.  

We are asking for a clear roadmap for implementing the provisions of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, the EU Charter on Human Rights, the Recommendations of the European 

Parliament and the European Commission related to child participation. We are asking that clear 

and simple monitoring and evaluation mechanism be in place for child participation at local, 

national and EU levels. 

We are asking that child participation be supported through dedicated programs, starting with 

school to educate children about their right to participate and develop their skills related to 

participation and continued in communities and at national and European level. We are asking 

that child participation become a horizontal principle guiding the investments made by EU.  

The present generation of children has already demonstrated its capacity of understanding and 

involving in the critical issues of the present. We stand for participation as part of our 

commitment to giving back to our families and our communities a part of what was invested in 

us, as early as possible. We stand for participation as we believe that this is one of the ways to 

make us better citizens of Europe in a better Europe. 
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2.2. Partnerships Mapping 

 

  

Partnership 

 

 

Actions taken 

  

PM Office 

 

- The Prime Minister hosted an event in the Government Palace, 

welcoming children attending the International Conference in 

Bucharest.  

- The PM Office promoted child participation as a priority for EU.  

- Child State Councilor to the PM will be appointed. 

 

Vice Prime Minister Office 

- Oversaw the preparation of Romanian Presidency to the EU 

Council in her previous role as Minister Delegate for EU Affairs. 

UNICEF started the process with her to establish child participation 

in the EU agenda.  

UNICEF 
in 

Romania

Prime 
Minister

Vice Prime 
Minister

Ministry of 
Labour and 

Social 
Justice

Ministry of 
Education

Ministry of 
Youth and 

Sports

Minister 
Delegate 

for EU 
Affairs

NAPCRAMedia

Romanian 
Children’s 

Board

Student 
Councils & 

Youth 
NGOs

European 
experts on 
child rights

Romanian 
EMPs

Romanian 
Delegation 
to the EU 
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- Participated in the International Conference in Bucharest during 

the opening session making a commitment on behalf of the PM in 

support of child participation.  

Ministry of Labor and Social 

Justice 

  

 

- Put child participation as one of the Ministry’s priorities for the 

Romanian Presidency of the EU Council.  

- The Minister of Labor and Social Justice participated and hosted  

different events, such as the Press Conference with the Junior 

Ambassadors and the International Conference.  

- Carried out advocacy with Ministers of Finland and Croatia to 

have child participation as a priority of their respective 

Presidencies of the EU Council.  

Ministry Delegate for EU 

Affairs 

 

- Worked with UNICEF in September 2018 to make the first ever 

EU public consultation with more than 300 children in Bacau about 

several topics related to child issues. 

- Organized with UNICEF and NAPCRA the Junior Ambassadors to 

the EU Program.  

- Agreed to have the Child friendly webpage on the Romanian 

Presidency to the EU Council website.  

 

Ministry of National 

Education 

- Changed the rules of the game: managed to have a child 

addressing for the first time ever the Council of Ministers of 

Education of the EU. 

Ministry of Youth and 

Sports 

- Established a turning point on child participation in the EU: 

Managed to have a child addressing for the first time ever the 

Council of Ministers of Youth of the EU. 

 

National Agency for Child 

Rights Protection and 

Adoption (NAPCRA) 

- Was the main counterpart to establish and promote child 

participation as a topic during the Romanian Presidency to the EU 

Council.  

- Organized with UNICEF and the Minister Delegate for EU Affairs 

the call for Junior Ambassadors to the EU. 

- Co-organized all events with UNICEF during the Romanian 

Presidency.   

Media 

 

- Invited to the press conference with Junior Ambassadors to the 

EU and the Minister of Labor and Social Justice, and the 

International Conference.  

- Covered and supported the launch of Junior Ambassadors to the 

EU program.  

- UNICEF joined efforts with different media outlets to advertise 

pro bono in the media the TV spot with members of the Romanian 

Children’s Board announcing the declaration. This was 
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2.3. Lessons learned 

• Prepare different scenarios in advance and be ready to adjust to changes 

and to new opportunities.  

o Need to be prepared to start over again due to changes in the Government.  

o Start early to advocate for the handover of the Presidency to the EU Council. 

For some meetings this was done two years in advance.  

• Work in parallel with different stakeholders to achieve results.  

o Only focusing on one stakeholder increase the risk of failing to accomplish 

goals.  

• Analyze in advance the power of each stakeholder to influence decisions.  

o Make a power grid of stakeholders and partners.  

broadcasted a total of 706 times in Romania’s most popular TV 

stations, reaching 4,286,000 potential impressions. 

Romanian Children’s Board 

 

- Was the main counterpart to achieve child participation during 

the process of the Romanian Presidency.  

- Developed the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration. 

- Participated in numerous events and contributed to all 

communications materials and advocacy endeavors on child 

participation.  

Student councils and other 

NGOs working with children 

and youth 

 

- Supported the drafting and dissemination of the EU Bucharest 

Children’s Declaration for public consultation among children.  

Romanian EMPs - The Junior Ambassadors to the EU had the opportunity to 

advocate for child participation with Romanian members of the 

European Parliament in Brussels.  

- Children from the Romanian Children’s Board carried out 

interviews to four potential EMP candidates that were broadcasted 

live on Facebook, generating high level of engagement.  

Romanian Delegation to the 

EU 

- Supported the organization of events in Brussels. The forum with 

European experts took place in the Romanian Delegation to the 

EU.  

- Facilitated having children as speakers in the Councils of 

Ministers, following Education Minister agreement. 

European experts on 

children’s issues 

(Eurochild, European 

Council and Commission 

members and other EU 

NGOs) 

- Participated in Brussels meeting to discuss main ideas of the 

document supporting the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration and 

elaboration of Experts Report.  
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• Aim for a high-level event (type A) with international leaders from the 

beginning, to be able to influence strongly at EU level. 

o International Conference on child participation was not set as an A-level 

event, therefore there was no presence of Prime Ministers or Ministers of EU 

countries outside of Romania.  

• Start early to mobilize children for different events, with at least six 

months in advance. 

o It was difficult to mobilize children from around the EU to participate in the 

International Conference with only several months in advance.   

• When inviting media to events, it is important to consider in advance the 

limitations the public sector has in this area to increase their involvement.  

• Training of children in public speaking and protocol proved to be an 

important asset.  

o Junior Ambassadors to the EU received training in these topics and had 

successful presentations in different Romanian and EU forums and meetings.  

• Hire additional human resources for the period of the Presidency to the EU 

Council due to the increase of time-sensitive activities and responsibilities. 

 

2.4. Next Steps 

1) Advocacy follow-up with the following countries to preside the EU Council 

(Finland and Croatia) to continue efforts to have child participation on top of the EU 

Agenda. Sharing information about the Junior Ambassadors to the EU Program 

from concept to achieved results.  

2) Set up concrete mechanisms at the national level for child participation to 

be effectively implemented, and Romania can become a “champion country” in 

this area.  

• Having a child in the Prime Minister’s Board of Councilors.  

• Encourage the Parliament and Ministers to use U-Report or other consultation 

methods to consider feedback from children when discussing new public policies 

and strategies that involve them.  

• Implementation of children councils at the mayoralty level. UNICEF’s Child-

friendly Cities Initiative is including this component.  

3) Continuation of Children’s Board mandate after the end of the Romanian 

Presidency of EU Council.  

• Encourage the children to establish formal mechanisms to select new members 

and define the role of members after finishing high-school.  

• Define the relationship the Romanian Children’s Board will hold with the different 

programs of UNICEF in Romania and influence the work at country level.  
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3. Advocacy & Communication  

3.1. Advocacy & Communication Materials 

 

• Webpage:  

o Webpage on child participation on the official Romanian Presidency 

website:  

▪ Child-friendly webpage 

▪ Link: https://www.romania2019.eu/europa-copiilor/  

o Children and Romania’s EU Presidency landing page on UNICEF in 

Romania’s webpage 

https://www.romania2019.eu/europa-copiilor/
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▪ Link: https://www.unicef.org/romania/children-and-romanias-eu-

presidency  

• Advocacy tools: 

o Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration 

▪ Long version: https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-

declaration 

▪ Short version 

▪ Video on the International Conference on Child participation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5kWimiGOBo  

 

The four Romanian Junior Ambassadors 

hold a short version of the “Bucharest 

EU children’s Declaration” at the end of 

the “Children's Participation in Decision-

Making and Policy-Making at European 

Union level” international conference on 

May 7th, 2019, in Bucharest, Romania 

 

 

 
@UNICEF/Norbert Fodor 

 

o Experts’ supporting document to the Bucharest EU Children’s 

Declaration: “Exploring what EU can do to promote and support the 

participation of children in decision-making”  

▪ Link: 

https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%2

https://www.unicef.org/romania/children-and-romanias-eu-presidency
https://www.unicef.org/romania/children-and-romanias-eu-presidency
https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration
https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5kWimiGOBo
https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf
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0supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20C

hildren's%20Declaration%22.pdf  

 

o Concept note on Romanian Presidency of the EU Council: “Strengthening 

participation of children in decision and policy-making processes at the 

level of European Union”  

 

o Information on the International Conference on Child Participation on 

Romania’s Government webpages:  

“The highpoint of these ongoing endeavors will be the international conference 

“Child Participation in Decision-Making and Policy Development at EU Level”, to 

be held at Bucharest, from 6 to 7 May 2019.During that event, children and 

adolescents from Romania and the EU Member States will finalize the 

Declaration and will present it to the representatives of the ministries and 

central authorities responsible for child rights issues in the 28 Member States, to 

child rights experts and the specialists of the European institutions and the 

European Parliament. The document will thus become a benchmark for defining 

children’s rights and asserting their right to participate in the adoption of all the 

policies and decisions that will contribute to building the future of the European 

Union." 

 

- Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Romanian Presidency of EU (romania2019.ro): 

https://www.romania2019.eu/europa-copiilor/  

- NAPCRA (copii.ro): http://www.copii.ro/evenimente/conferinta-de-la-

bucuresti-a-copiilor-din-ue-va-pune-bazele-mecanismelor-de-consultare-a-

copiilor-in-deciziile-uniunii-europene/ 

 

• Press Releases: 

o Before the conference: “Promoting child consultation and participation, 

a priority of Romania in the context of holding the Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union”, 6th March, 2019 (Romanian Version) 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.ro/media/promovarea-consultarii-si-participarii-

copiilor-o-prioritate-a-romaniei-in-contextul-detinerii-presedintiei-la-

consiliul-uniunii-europene-2/  

 

o After the conference: “#RO2019EU - The Bucharest Conference of EU 

Children will lay the foundations for child consultation mechanisms that 

will enable children to participate in EU decisions”, May 12th, 2019 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.org/romania/press-releases/ro2019eu-

bucharest-conference-eu-children-will-lay-foundations-child-consultation   

 

• Feature stories with photos: 

o “Ministry of Foreign Affairs and UNICEF in Romania launch the 

competition for Junior Ambassadors to the European Union”, 19th 

December, 2019 (Romanian version) 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.ro/media/mae-si-unicef-in-romania-

lanseaza-competitia-pentru-ambasadori-juniori-la-uniunea-

europeana/  

 

https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf
https://www.romania2019.eu/europa-copiilor/
http://www.copii.ro/evenimente/conferinta-de-la-bucuresti-a-copiilor-din-ue-va-pune-bazele-mecanismelor-de-consultare-a-copiilor-in-deciziile-uniunii-europene/
http://www.copii.ro/evenimente/conferinta-de-la-bucuresti-a-copiilor-din-ue-va-pune-bazele-mecanismelor-de-consultare-a-copiilor-in-deciziile-uniunii-europene/
http://www.copii.ro/evenimente/conferinta-de-la-bucuresti-a-copiilor-din-ue-va-pune-bazele-mecanismelor-de-consultare-a-copiilor-in-deciziile-uniunii-europene/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/promovarea-consultarii-si-participarii-copiilor-o-prioritate-a-romaniei-in-contextul-detinerii-presedintiei-la-consiliul-uniunii-europene-2/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/promovarea-consultarii-si-participarii-copiilor-o-prioritate-a-romaniei-in-contextul-detinerii-presedintiei-la-consiliul-uniunii-europene-2/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/promovarea-consultarii-si-participarii-copiilor-o-prioritate-a-romaniei-in-contextul-detinerii-presedintiei-la-consiliul-uniunii-europene-2/
https://www.unicef.org/romania/press-releases/ro2019eu-bucharest-conference-eu-children-will-lay-foundations-child-consultation
https://www.unicef.org/romania/press-releases/ro2019eu-bucharest-conference-eu-children-will-lay-foundations-child-consultation
https://www.unicef.ro/media/mae-si-unicef-in-romania-lanseaza-competitia-pentru-ambasadori-juniori-la-uniunea-europeana/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/mae-si-unicef-in-romania-lanseaza-competitia-pentru-ambasadori-juniori-la-uniunea-europeana/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/mae-si-unicef-in-romania-lanseaza-competitia-pentru-ambasadori-juniori-la-uniunea-europeana/
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o “Junior Ambassadors to the European Union will be selected this week”, 

January 7th, 2019 (Romanian version) 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.ro/media/ambasadorii-juniori-la-uniunea-

europeana-vor-fi-selectati-saptamana-aceasta/  

 

o “The EU Children’s Conference in Bucharest” 4th May, 2019 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-childrens-conference-

bucharest  

 

o “EU Children call political leaders to involve them in decision-making”, 

12th June, 2019 

▪ Link:  https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-children-call-political-

leaders-involve-them-decision-making 

 

o “Children and youth developed Bucharest Children’s Declaration ahead 

of EU Summit”, June 20th, 2019 

▪ Link: https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/children-and-youth-

developed-bucharest-childrens-declaration-ahead-eu-summit  

 

o “The Story of “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” in drawings”, June 

20th, 2019  

▪ Storyboard with illustrations of the different instances in the roadmap to 

the Declaration. 

 

• Link: https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/story-bucharest-eu-

childrens-declaration-drawings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unicef.ro/media/ambasadorii-juniori-la-uniunea-europeana-vor-fi-selectati-saptamana-aceasta/
https://www.unicef.ro/media/ambasadorii-juniori-la-uniunea-europeana-vor-fi-selectati-saptamana-aceasta/
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-childrens-conference-bucharest
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-childrens-conference-bucharest
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-children-call-political-leaders-involve-them-decision-making
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/eu-children-call-political-leaders-involve-them-decision-making
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/children-and-youth-developed-bucharest-childrens-declaration-ahead-eu-summit
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/children-and-youth-developed-bucharest-childrens-declaration-ahead-eu-summit
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/story-bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration-drawings
https://www.unicef.org/romania/stories/story-bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration-drawings
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• Videos:  

o TV Spot promoting Child Participation: 

▪ This video was distributed as a PSA on different media outlets and 

broadcasted pro-bono as media advertising.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Short Video - Pre-Conference:  

 

Link: 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/videos/329143011109466/?v=329143011109466 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/videos/329143011109466/?v=329143011109466
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsrjWCvc7qk
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o Short Video - EU Children’s Conference in Bucharest Making–of:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Message from UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore for the International 

Conference on “Children's Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making 

at European Union level” 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQg1CQxESgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5kWimiGOBo
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• Other Materials: 

o Visual output of Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration & the whole 

Presidency process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Branding of Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration 
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3.2. Media reach 

 

• All media reach indicators have been measured from the 1st of December 2018 until the 

30st of June 2019.  

• Five key phrases were selected to measure impact during this period: 

• Child participation (Participarea copiilor) 

• Junior Ambassadors (Ambasadori Junior) 

• Romanian Children’s Board (Boardul Copiilor) 

• Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration (Declarația de la Bucuresti a Copiilor din UE)  

• International Conference on Child Participation (Conferința Internațională 

participarea copiilor)  

 

• Key findings: 

o During the analyzed period, 191 materials were published in the traditional 

and online media, representing an AVE of €129,471 and reaching more than 

10 million people.  

o The highest number of materials published was in the online media (more than 

85% share of voice).  

o The PSA video on the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration was broadcasted a 

total of 706 times on Romania’s most popular TV stations, reaching 4,286,000 

potential impressions.  

o The high number of materials in online media is not correlated with high 

Advertising Value Equivalency (AVE) and reach. On the contrary, the highest 

AVE was achieved by TV (11,211) and the highest reach was achieved by 

radio emissions (6,174,000).   

o The highest media reach during the whole period (excluding the PSA) was 

achieved by the broadcasting on Radio Romana and PRO TV of information about 

the Romanian Junior Ambassadors to the EU, reaching 1,731,900 and 927,000 

people respectively in each case.  

o The largest amount of publications was achieved in December 2018 (call for 

applications for Junior Ambassadors to the EU), March 2019 (mainly through the 

press conference with the Junior Ambassadors) and May 2019 (International 

Conference on Child Participation).  

 

Channel 
Number of 

materials 

Share of 

Voice 

Advertising 
Value 

Equivalent 
(AVE - €)[1] 

Potential 
Impressions 

[2] 

Online 164 1.6% 3,597 166,783 

TV 8 29.6% 115,211 3,010,000 

Print 9 2.6% 8,407 267,330 

Radio 10 66.1% 2,256 6,714,000 

TOTAL 191 100.0% 129,471 10,158,113 

 

file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn1
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn1
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn1
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn1
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
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1  Advertising Value Equivalency = AVE's would commonly measure the size of the coverage 
gained, its placement and calculate what the equivalent amount of space, if paid for as advertising, would 
cost.   
2 Potential Impressions (gross) = Totals of reach values for each media channel. Broadly defined, 
it represents any interaction between a piece of content and an audience member. It does not reflect the 

number of actual different persons exposed to the message (like Reach). 
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•  Pro-bono Public Service Announcement (PSA) campaign in TV with video on 

child participation and Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

3.3. Social Media Reach 

 

• All social media reach indicators have been measured from the 1st of December 2018 

until the 30st of June 2019.  

• Social Media reach and engagement was measured for UNICEF in Romania’s social 

media channels (Facebook @unicefromania, Instagram @unicefromania and Twitter 

@UNICEFRomania) and other external social media accounts.  

• Five key phrases were selected to measure impact during this period: 

• Child participation (Participarea copiilor) 

• Junior Ambassadors (Ambasadori Junior) 

• Romanian Children’s (Boardul Copiilor) 

• Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration (Declarația de la Bucuresti a Copiilor din UE)  

• International Conference on Child Participation (Conferința Internațională 

participarea copiilor)  

 

• Key findings: 

o UNICEF in Romania Social Media Channels had a total reach of 1,851,084 and 

engagement of 52,064. Combined with partners social media accounts, the 

total reach was of 3,106,819.  

o Facebook was the main social media channel used to communicate during 

the period by UNICEF in Romania (82.5% of share of voice) and achieved a 

reach of 1,527,711.    

o Selly, a young and famous Romanian influencer, was invited to speak at 

the International Conference on Child Participation. He shared photos and 

information on his accounts. His YouTube channel has 2.2 M followers, his 

Instagram has 1.1 M followers, and Facebook 229,000.  

o Distinguished social media posts by external accounts referring to these key 

phrases were published by the Romanian Royal Family’s Facebook page and 

Instagram, showing a photo of Queen Margareta and Selly, and in the Minister 

of Justice, Ana Birchall’s Facebook page.  

o The highest number of publications from external social media accounts were 

achieved in December 2018, due to the call for EU Junior Ambassadors, and in 

May 2019, with the International Conference on Child Participation.  

 

 

 

Number of 

materials 

Potential 

Impressions [2] 

706 4,286,000  

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefromania/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFRomania
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/mdelavega/Documents/UNICEF%20Summer%20Internship%202019/Report%20Romanian%20Presidency/Data%20on%20Media%20Reach.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
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• Results from UNICEF in Romania’s Social Media Channels: 

 

 

• Reach in social media from partners accounts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social 
Media 

Number 
of posts Reach Engagement 

 
Share 

of 
voice 

Facebook 57 1,527,711 51,349 

 
82.5% 

Twitter 22 159,447 
 

715 
 

8.6% 

Instagram 21 163,926 
 

N/A 
 

8.85% 

Total 100 1,851,084 52,064 
 

100% 

Social 

Media 

Number of 

posts Reach 

Share of 

voice 

Facebook 69 352,079 28% 

Blog 10 N/A N/A 

Twitter 11 6,265 0% 

Instagram 13 897,391 71% 

Total 94 1,255,735 100% 

82.50
%

8.60%
8.85%

Share of voice

Facebook Twitter Instagram

28%

0%
71%

Share of Voice

Facebook Twitter Instagram
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• Selly’s participation in the International Conference (young influencer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of posts:  

Facebook - @unicefromania 

• Posts during high-level event with Prime Minister Viorica Dancila and the 

International Conference 

Photo album of the high-level event held in 

Victoria Palace with Romanian PM 

 

Post engagement: 938 

Reach: 9,888 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Link: 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1015709

2211779788 

 

Social Media 

Number of 

posts Reach 

Impressions 

Instagram 9 892,078 

848,086 

Facebook 1 n.a. 

 

n.a. 

Total 10 892,078 

 

848,086 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157092211779788
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157092211779788
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Live transmission of the 

International Conference with the 

participation of Selly (distinguished 

young influencer) 

Post Engagement: 2,516 

Reach: 12,755 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link:https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/videos/430647407496885/  

 

• Facebook campaign: Members of the Romanian Children’s Board interview 4 

Candidates at the European Parliament Election (Clotilde Armand, Carmen Avram, 

Victor Negrescu & Ioana Constantin) 

Interview with Clotilde Armand (elected as an 

EMP on the European June Elections) 

 
Post engagement: 55,390  

Reach:  192,930  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link:  

https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941250798&h=AQBpBbxrutTb

p76d 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRomania/videos/430647407496885/
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941250798&h=AQBpBbxrutTbp76d
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941250798&h=AQBpBbxrutTbp76d
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Interview with Carmen Avram (elected as an 

EMP on the European June Elections) 

 

Post engagement: 53,251  

Reach: 156,960  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link: 

https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827940500798&h=AQBwDdbKYbF

KoY2w 

 

Interview with Ioana Constantin 

Post engagement: 56,394 

Reach: 156,960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827940500798&h=AQBwDdbKYbFKoY2w
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827940500798&h=AQBwDdbKYbFKoY2w
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Link: https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941240798&h=AQAvpLfrzeJ-

BVFD  

 

Interview with Victor Negrescu 

Post Engagement: 49,132 

Reach: 155,616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941210798&h=AQAtkinqzWkxtA-

K  

• Post during handing over of the Bucharest EU Children Declaration to 

Romanian President Klaus Johannis in Sibiu 

Post Engagement: 112,000 

Reach: 250,101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941240798&h=AQAvpLfrzeJ-BVFD
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941240798&h=AQAvpLfrzeJ-BVFD
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941210798&h=AQAtkinqzWkxtA-K
https://www.facebook.com/?feed_demo_ad=23842827941210798&h=AQAtkinqzWkxtA-K
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Link: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=469081327200943 

 

 

Instagram - @unicefromania / Post Examples: 

• Post during handing over of the Bucharest EU Children Declaration to the 

President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, in Sibiu 

Reach: 1,076 

Impressions: 1,566 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link: https://www.instagram.com/p/BxNdbevItvk/    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=469081327200943
https://www.instagram.com/unicefromania/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BxNdbevItvk/
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• Instagram Stories by Selly (almost 900,000 reach for the conference content) 

at the at the International Conference on “Children's Participation in Decision-

Making and Policy-Making at European 

Union level” 6-7 May 2019, Bucharest 

 

  
 

 

Reach: 104,544       Reach: 99,769 

Impressions: 108,290     Impressions: 112,488 
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• Post on Instagram with PSA announcing the Bucharest EU Children’s 

Declaration 

Reach: 642 

Impressions: 908 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link: https://www.instagram.com/p/Bw9xF2nJ-Er/ 

  

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bw9xF2nJ-Er/
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3.4. Photos 

 

@UNICEF/Radu Sandovici 

Junior Ambassadors to the EU, Minister of Labour, President of NAPCRA, and UNICEF 

Representative in Romania at the event about child participation as a priority for Romanian 

Presidency. 

 

 
 

@UNICEF/Radu Sandovici  

Members of the Romanian Children’s Board promoting U-Report. 
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@UNICEF/ Anamaria Dinulescu 

Members of the Romanian Children’s Board signing the EU Bucharest Children’s Declaration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@UNICEF/ Dinulescu  

Children and experts from Romania, Finland and Croatia took the floor at the closing session of 

the international conference on child participation, on May 7th 2019 in Bucharest, Romania. 
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@UNICEF/Norbert Fodor  

EU Youth Ambassadors presenting the final version of the declaration during Children's 

Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at European Union level” international 

conference. 

 

@UNICEF/Romanian Government 

Children from the Romanian Children’s Board, Croatian and Finland at the Children's 

Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at European Union level” international 

conference giving the EU Children’s Declaration to the Romanian Prime Minister.  
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4. Annex 

4.1. Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration (Long version) 

Call to Action for Child Participation in Decision-Making at National and EU levels 

Adopted at the International Conference on “Children's Participation in Decision-

Making and Policy-Making at European Union level” 6-7 May 2019, Bucharest 

Children from all over the European Union have gathered in Bucharest to present their 

commitment and to call on the leaders of EU Member States and of the European Union to make 

child participation a priority and a reality.  

We are dreaming of a European Community that enables and encourages the involvement of 

children in decision-making. Why? Because we want to be consulted on issues that influence our 

lives directly, both as citizens and residents of our respective countries and as Europeans. 

Because we are a significant part of Europe’s population and we are writing our own story 

through marches, vocalization, and representation. Because our opinions, feelings and voices 

are forming now, and we are part of the present time. Because we want to live in a Europe that 

requires and values our involvement in the decision-making process. 

The context. Thirty years have passed since the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by 

all EU countries.  Under Article 12, it stipulates the right 

of all children to be heard and have their views given 

due weight in accordance with their age and maturity. 

Article 24 in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union1 recognizes the child's right to be heard 

and the European Commission’s Recommendation on Investing in Children 2 asks for a 

mechanism that promotes children’s participation in decision-making that affects their lives to 

be put in place. 

The ‘Evaluation of legislation, policy and practice on child participation in the European Union’, 

published by the European Commission in 2015, concluded that “legislative arrangements 

relating to child participation vary considerably across the EU” and drew attention to “the gap 

that so often exists between legislation and practice”. The Europe Kids Want survey3, conducted 

by Eurochild and UNICEF in 2018 and gathering responses from over 20,000 children from all 

over the EU, reveals that only 43% of the children think that the EU makes their lives better. 

With regards to their participation, only 14.6% feel that adults listen to their opinions when 

making decisions in school and less than 8% feel that adults listen to their opinions when making 

decisions in their community.  

During the Romanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, in the first half of 2019, 

key decisions about the future of Europe are being made, shaping the next decade of the EU, 

and elections for a new Parliament and a new Commission are being organized.  

                                                           
1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN 
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H0112&from=EN 
3https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Europe_
Kids_Want_Brochure.pdf  

We live in a new world with new 

challenges and new obstacles, let’s 

address them with fresh solutions like 

real, genuine child participation.  

Child, 17, France 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H0112&from=EN
https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Europe_Kids_Want_Brochure.pdf
https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Europe_Kids_Want_Brochure.pdf


 
 

 
Page 39 of 58 

 

This initiative started with the Romanian Children’s Board - a child-led group, with members of 

different ages, from various cities, from urban and rural areas, growing up in families and in 

public care, with various ethnic backgrounds, and diverse experience in representation. For 

some, it is the first time our voices are reaching decision-makers. We reached out to children 

from other EU countries, met online and face to face and we consulted as many other children 

as we could. We are citizens of our countries and we are part of one fifth of the EU population 

under 18 years old. We are demanding that our voices be listened and considered, and we are 

offering our commitment to participate in good faith, to build the future EU together with you. 

 

The challenge. Participation starts in the family from 

the earliest age. Parents and guardians should be able 

to help us building self-trust and independence along 

with helping us understand the consequences of our 

actions. Parents and guardians should be able to 

encourage us to engage in our community and ask for 

our opinions to be listened to, valued, and used.  

 

School is the place where we receive information, 

acquire knowledge, and develop skills. Therefore, we believe that it should become a place where 

we learn about participation and can exercise participation outside our family. This can only 

happen if, in school, we are involved in the education process as partners.  

 

We should all have the right to participate, regardless of age, gender, origin, ethnicity, and 

ability. We should be learning how to be inclusive and support each other in an environment 

that is prepared to listen to all children. Opportunities should be created to support and 

encourage the participation of the most vulnerable children, whose voices are most often never 

heard.  

The capacity to participate that we can develop in the family and in school should then be used 

in our communities. No public structure is too small or too big to involve us; any problem that 

may affect us could be translated into a child-friendly language and adapted to our level of 

understanding, so we can voice our opinion and exercise participation. Age limits and the age of 

emancipation should not be barriers to child participation and experiences from several countries 

show that this is possible.  

The opportunity. Children represent over 20% of the EU population and we are, as our parents 

and decision makers say, the future of Europe. We are aware that, to be that future, we must 

be involved in the present as early as possible and we must be looked upon as a resource. 

Supporting our participation could generate several results: citizens that are more prepared and 

ready to engage and contribute, an improved culture of participation, and an increased likelihood 

that the decisions that are made with our input will be implemented and have results. 

It is about matters that affect the 

children most and for which they 

have no opportunity to appeal. What 

would it feel like to have someone 

thinking instead of you and you to 

have no way to change this?  

Child, 15, Germany  
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The culture of child participation can be built at all 

levels: family, community, local, regional, national and 

European levels. It can bring short and long-term 

benefits and can shape, in a meaningful way, the next 

level of civic engagement, reducing some of the risks 

that are now present at national and EU levels and 

shaping the future in a more acceptable and sustainable 

way. It is often said that participation is complicated, 

expensive and difficult to measure and evaluate. 

Several good practices from different EU countries show, however, that participation is possible 

and sustainable, while the development of digital technologies and children’s increased access 

to them can be used to facilitate and stimulate participation.  

Civil society organizations and community organizations are already in place and, with structured 

and strategic investment, they can help boost children’s participation the same way they have 

helped with citizen and community participation. Social dialogue structures that have been 

developed over the last decades can be improved to accommodate the dimension of child 

participation.  

Our demands. We are asking for a clear roadmap for implementing the provisions of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, the EU Charter on Human Rights, the Recommendations 

of the European Parliament and the European Commission related to child participation. We are 

asking that the recommendations of the European Commission’s Report on Child Participation4 

be implemented in a timely manner.  

We are asking that clear and simple monitoring and evaluation mechanism be in place for 

equitable child participation and regular reports should be provided at local, national and EU 

levels. Any mechanism to report on child rights should have a dedicated section on child 

participation and a special day to celebrate child participation should be instituted at EU level. If 

a Child Rights Agency will be considered at EU level it must be mandated to consider child 

participation among its priorities. 

We are asking that child participation be supported through dedicated programs, starting with 

pre-school and school to educate children about their right to participate and develop their skills 

related to participation. These should be 

complemented with building the capacity of parents 

and guardians to engage their own children. In 

parallel, programs aimed to include children into 

community consultation mechanisms should be 

initiated at local level. At national level, child 

participation spaces and mechanisms should be 

attached to all relevant consultation and decision-

making processes that are now only reserved for 

adults. Parliaments should consider having an established mechanism for consulting children 

when legislation affecting them is being drafted.  

                                                           
4 Evaluation of legislation, policy and practice on child participation in the European Union (EU) Final Report, European 
Commission March 2015 

We, children are more accountable 

and reliable than society gives us 

credit for. Give us the opportunity 

to participate and we can prove 

that and become better adults. 

Child, 9, Romania 

More effort needs to be made to 

include children in decision making 

process because of the inherent 

power balance between us and 

adults. We control your future - listen 

to us.      

Child 17, UK 
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We are asking that child participation become a horizontal principle guiding the investments 

made by EU. ‘Nothing for children without child participation’ should be the principle that would 

allow EU funding to be deployed for starting new and innovative ways to engage children into 

all levels of program development and to monitor the results of such an engagement.  

We are asking that support for child participation platforms and forums be established at national 

and EU levels to inform children on political decisions and measures implemented by various 

national and international programs and projects, but also as a mechanism of scrutinizing 

children’s opinions on various issues. We are asking that civil society is provided with support at 

national and EU levels to be able to uphold, guide and monitor child participation. Legal formulas 

for involving children in civil society organizations as a way for them to participate should be 

designed to allow child participation.  

We commend any authority at community, regional, national or EU level willing to seek our 

opinions, but we ask that this be part of a process that is structured, continuous, meaningful, 

respectful and protective of our rights and values, and that uses our inputs. We are more than 

our ad hoc presence at public events and the nice pictures of us smiling together with decision-

makers. Often, when children are involved, they are not properly informed beforehand, nor do 

they receive feedback on their participation’s contribution. 

Our commitments. The present generation of children, who has already demonstrated its 

capacity of analyzing and taking action on the pressing issues of today (Fridays for future, the 

#NeverAgain March, results of Europe We Want survey and the popularity of U-Report), can 

bring not only honesty, creativity, common-sense, experience and insight, but also an objective 

and non-partisan contribution. As children and future adults in our societies and in the EU, we 

are directly concerned about how the future is being shaped and committed to contributing in a 

positive way. 

We would welcome any participation opportunities 

offered at all levels and the experience with the group 

involved in this process shows that we can provide our 

inputs and contribution from the community level up 

to the level of national and EU conversations. Creating 

the space and culture for child participation will allow 

us to make a meaningful change in the inter-

generational dialogue to facilitate synergies between 

generations, to learn from each other, and to shift the 

so-called “conflict” between generations into a bridge 

between generations. 

We stand for participation as part of our commitment to giving back to our families and our 

communities a part of what was invested in us, as early as possible. We stand for participation 

as we believe that this is one of the ways to make us better EU citizens in a better Europe. 

 

 

 

We do not have the life experience 

adults have, we have imagination, 

determination and we have a 

thousand questions for which we 

have answers. The first to mention 

would be “what if?” What if we make 

child participation a reality? How 

could that not lead to a better 

Europe? Child, 13, Romania 
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4.2. Experts’ Supporting document to the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration  

 
Link to complete document: 

https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20

document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf  

https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/romania/media/656/file/Experts%E2%80%99%20supporting%20document%20to%20the%20%22Bucharest%20EU%20Children's%20Declaration%22.pdf
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4.3. Main conclusions from reflections from Romanian Children’s Board  

(Answers to survey carried out after the International Conference)  

1.  

 

 

Comments:  

Initially,  

• not fully sure what this was going to be 

• no big expectations  

• our role was not clear  

• somehow, I had trust in the idea 

• felt excited about the idea  

• didn’t think we will manage to do everything in only few months 

• didn't think it would evolve into something so big 

• strange as I didn’t know the others  

It took time, but we 

• got to know each other  

• coagulated as a group 

• felt we have a purpose 

• learned a lot by working with so many people with different backgrounds  

• understood better the needs of the children in different regions. 
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Now, I feel  

• I was in the right place, at the right time 

• Confident that this Board makes a good difference  

• Useful both for the members itself and for external actions  

• Proud that we managed to do more than we aimed  

• Time is not an issue, good-will/ motivation is the key 

2.  

 

Highlights: 

• Bringing valuable input in the process of elaborating the Bucharest EU Children's 

Declaration 

• The writing process of the Declaration, my input appreciated by people with experience 

and members of CB with vision alike 

• Being in a group and sharing the same values and goals 

• Understanding different points of view and motivation of team members 

• Moderating and mediating relationships among members 

• Working with many smart and hardworking children 

• Being able to meet people from different backgrounds 

• The conference 
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• Making my voice heard  

• My speech 

 

4. Describe how you feel regarding the overall engagement with UNICEF? 

• I communicated very well with each and every UNICEF member I've been involved 

with. The communication was fast, straight forward and easy. 

• UNICEF's current engagement in the activity of the Board is one of the things that I 

would not change, because I have never felt as if their interventions were intrusive or 

disruptive in any way.  

• Appreciate UNICEF’s both moral and financial support & the fact that we were 

encouraged and supported to come to meetings and events  

• UNICEF was very supportive in all the process and I think they did a very good job 

supporting us and trying to guide us to make informed decisions regarding the 

declaration. 

• Having the support of experts in the field of children's rights is a big plus 

• A stronger back up from the Government is needed  

• Adapt the work at the level of children, not adults 

• At the conference, I've sometimes felt like I was being treated like a child, in spite of 

the previous months 

• I thought it was a wonderful experience that every child should live at least once. 

Although drafting the Declaration was a goal that seemed hard to reach, UNICEF 

encouraged, helped, and made it seem much easier and possible to fulfill our goals 

• I am feeling that my opinion is heard 

 

5. Your vision for Children’s Board 

• Everything I hoped for, came true. The only thing that I would like to happen would be 

the creation of an actual Children's Board that will exist pass the 1st of July 

• Article 2, para (4) and para. (6) point B) of the Law No. 272/2004 on the protection 

and promotion of the rights of the Child and the provisions of law 52/2003 on 

decision-making transparency in the public administration are the legal framework in 

Romania for the participation of children in making decisions concerning them 

• I would love it to become a statutory consultative council of UNICEF 

Children's Board has a tremendous amount of potential, having UNICEF as a partner. 

• Taking up causes or tackling issues that affect the prevalent majority of Romanian 

Children  

• Establish a Children's Parliament prototype in Romania.  

• I think we will continue to support children to speak up and I hope we will keep trying 

to come up with new initiatives 

• I think that establishing it as a forum for children (maybe international?) and young 

people to express their needs and lobby for better legislation for children and young 

people. 

• Membership will probably change as many of us are over 18yo and will finish high 

school 
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4.4. Letter from Children’s Board to heads of states 

 
Bucharest, July, 1st 2019  

Your Excellency,  

  

We are the Romanian Children’s Board - a child-led group, working together with children from 

all over the European Union to call on the leaders of EU Member States and of the European 

Union to make child participation a priority and a reality.   

  

Our vision for the future of Europe is one built on common values and it is illustrated in the 

“Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration”, which is a call to action on the EU to promote child 

participation at all levels.  

  

We often hear that “Children are the future”. And while this is of course true, it also implies that 

we are not really seen in the present and we are not treated as active citizens that can contribute 

to this future.  

  

Child participation is a right enshrined in the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

which was ratified by your country, but the realization of this right is far from reality. It is not 

only because participation is a right that we should take this seriously. We believe that the way 

we think, our openness to change, our less biased views, and our ability to think creatively and 

out-of-the-box, are critical traits that can help find solutions to some of the world’s most 

persistent problems, be it poverty, climate change, migration, or the increase in xenophobia and 

populism.  

  

We are pleased to attach a copy of the “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” for your attention. 

It has received inputs from children all over Europe, including from your country, and was 

adopted at the International Conference on Children's Participation in Decision-Making and 

Policy-Making at European Union level, that took place in Bucharest on 6-7th of May, under the 

auspices of the Romanian Presidency of the European Council.   

  

We are aware that a simple Declaration or Call to Action will not be enough and we are therefore 

very grateful to have the support from a wide range of organisations including UNICEF and 

EuroChild, as well as a network of over 40 experts from around the EU, who have created a 

technical document that identifies concrete mechanisms for child participation at the level of the 

EU, its institutions and its Member States. Please find it attached.  

  

Our concrete request to you is to support the creation of a child participation mechanism at the 

EU level, but also in your country, so children can be consulted and engaged when new policies, 

strategies and actions concerning them are developed and decided. This mechanism can be a 

forum such as a Children’s European or National Parliament, a child group appointed as your 

adviser, an annual meeting, an online tool.   

If you would like to further discuss and explore ways to support our initiative to become a reality 

in the benefit of all EU children, please contact Rareș Voicu at voicurares99@gmail.com.   

  

Only together we can lay the foundation for a stronger Europe.   

  

Sincerely yours,  

mailto:voicurares99@gmail.com
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Members of the Romanian Children’s Board  

  

 

4.5. Speeches held during the Romanian EU Presidency regarding child participation  

 

4.5.1. Speech by Tudor Panait (Junior Ambassador to the EU) during the Rights of 

the Child Forum   

Date and place: April 2, 2019 – Bruxelles, Belgium 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Dear friends of the European children, 
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It’s a huge honour for us to be here with you today and I would like to address our thanks to 

the organising team for this great event, and especially to Valeria for giving us the opportunity 

to meet you. My name is Tudor Panait and I’m coming in front of you as the representative of 

the Romanian Children’s Board, alongside the other three Junior Ambassadors to the European 

Union, Ariana, Alexandra and Rares. 

 

As you know, thirty years have passed since the Convention on the Rights of the Child was 

ratified by all EU countries. Under Article 12, it gives all children the right to participate, to be 

consulted in decisions that concern them, to engage, be listened to and be heard, in accordance 

with their age and maturity, things that are not capable of happening if we still live under the 

“you are just a child” paradigm. One in five Europeans is “just a child” which translates into the 

fact that more than 20% of our future is at risk if we do not start acting today making children 

take part in the decisional processes, this way making better adults, better citizens. With huge 

pride, I’m glad to say that Romania was the first European country to assume Children’s 

Participation as a focus during the Presidency of the EU Council’s agenda. 

 

When we are children we want to become adults and me and my colleagues are taking the first 

steps on the long journey that awaits as. Our journey started in January, when we, the four 

Junior EU Ambassadors, were selected through a competition by the Romanian Ministry of Labour 

and Social Justice through the National Authority for Child Protection and Adoption, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs through the Minister Delegate for European Affairs, with support from UNICEF, 

to be the spokesmen of the European Children during the Romanian’s Presidency of the Council 

of the European Union. Personally, I was really excited for this opportunity. I was browsing my 

Email one day and I stumbled upon a newsletter from UNICEF about this competition. I opened 

it, I looked upon the description and the conditions and I said to myself “well, it suits me” so 

applied. I can still remember the time I pressed “sent” on my submission. There were some 

tough times, indeed, because, as many of you, I really wanted to be part of the change not just 

talk about it.  

Few days later I got a phone call from a hidden number, that was the interview, the moment, 

my moment. Later that week the four of us met and from the first moment we knew we were in 

the right spot. At first, even though I’m representing my city’s school students being the Head 

of the School Students’ Council in Bucharest, I haven’t realised the weight of this title and I’m 

proud the be a part of this. The reason I’ve told you all of this is because we keep on forgetting 

the fact that if you want change, you should be the one to do something about it. Change can’t 

happen without actors and if you start acting today, maybe you will be the one to get the Oscars 

tomorrow and this project gave us the spotlight.  

 

During the following weeks of January, we started a national wide process with our partners of 

creating the Romanian Children’s Board, a child-led group, with members of different ages, from 

various cities, from urban and rural areas, growing up in families and in public care, with various 

ethnic backgrounds, and diverse experience in representation. For some, it was the first time 

they were preparing for their voices to be reaching decision-makers. We are all working for the 

same ideals: an Europe of cohesion, an Europe in which we have a voice, an Europe that listens 

the next generation and takes the all so necessary steps in making us be a part of the future, 

not just a symbol. 

 

After two local workshops and many Skype calls with the Romanian Children’s Board, and after 

a EU and Member State Expert level meeting on Child Participation in Brussels at the end of 

February, we have developed the first draft of the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration which, 

as we speak, is being shared all across the European Union for Children to review and give 

inputs. The declaration represents a manifesto of the European Children about the fact that there 

is a huge gap between legislation and practice. In a survey conducted by our partners from 
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EuroChild and UNICEF, less than 8% children surveyed said that adults listen to their demands. 

And then we talk about low voting commitment or the lack of politicians. Do you see where I’m 

going? There is this huge vicious cycle we just keep on expanding. And because we need to take 

action fast, we’ve also came up with some solutions, that are also widely explained in the 

declaration. Through this we aim to sound the alarm about the fact that only making children's 

participate in the decisional processes we can form better, more implicated and more informed 

adults. 

 

Children’s Board and children from UE members states, we hope all 28, will gather on the 5th 

May to review the declaration and finalize it.  On the 6th and 7th of May, in Bucharest, the EU 

Children’s Summit will take place, an event that will gather children, experts and Governmental 

representatives from all across the `European Union, to finalize the Bucharest EU Children’s 

Declaration and to share it with the wide public. A next step would be to attend the informal 

meeting of heads of state or government in Sibiu, on the 9th of May, event at which we hope to 

be able to present the declaration to the decisional makers. 

 

The final destination, but not the end of this journey, will represent the passing on of the legacy, 

hoping that similar  initiatives will be continued during the Finnish Presidency and hopefully even 

to a possible next generation of Junior EU Ambassadors. 

 

As Jack Ma, the co-founder and chairman of the Alibaba Group, once said “Help young people. 

Help small guys. Because small guys will be big. Young people will have the seeds you bury in 

their minds, and when they grow up, they will change the world.” 

When we are children we dream a lot of things, but as we get older many of them just disappear. 

Me and my colleagues have a common dream, a dream that is at your latitude if it remains like 

that, or it becomes reality. We dream of a future in which the gap between legislation and reality 

concerning children’s participation doesn’t exist, but the only way we can achieve that is through 

your support. So, let's start building a bridge, whose first pillar would to get this declaration on 

the EU Council's agenda. 

 

 

4.5.2. Speech by Rares Voicu (Junior Ambassador to the EU) on the Rights of the 

Child Forum 

 

Date and place: 2nd April, 2019 – Bruxelles, Belgium 

 

INTRO - First of all, I would like to thank you for taking the time to talk to us, before the official 

start of the Child Rights Forum. My name is Rareș Voicu and I am one of the four Romanian 

Junior Ambassadors to the EU, and I am here today with my four colleagues, Ariana, Alexandra 

and Tudor.  

DECLARATION - We, as Junior Ambassadors, in collaboration with the Romanian Children's 

Board, have developed the Bucharest Childrens declaration, that is a call to action for the 

national and european institutions to include children in the decision-making processes. The 

declaration is currently circulating around Europe for inputs and will be adopted at the EU Child 

Participation Conference in Bucharest on 6-7 May co-organized with Ministry of Labour, in which 

children from all EU member states will participate.  

CHILDRENS SUMMIT - We hope to be able to greet you during the Conference in Bucharest in 

May. As we are now here only 4 representatives but few dozen of children from Romania and all 

over Europe would like to have the chance to share with you some of their expectations and 

hopes with regards to the right to participate.  
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ASK - We are fully aware of the fact that what we have said in this declaration will remain 

nothing but words if we do not act to turn them into reality. We have worked hard and put a lot 

of hope in this Declaration and we hope this is not only a flame that will go off after June 2019. 

We are convinced that experts and decision makers that are sharing our believes can make child 

participation a reality. We understood that a critical milestone can be the EU Council's 

recommendation and therefore, if there is any way in which you can support such a development, 

we would be happy to see that children are not left behind in the EU's agenda and interest.  

 

4.5.3. Speech by Arlett Faifer and Rares Chioreanu at the International Conference 

on child participation 
 

Date and Place: May 7, 2019 – Bucharest, Romania 
Arlett Faifer 

 

Hi there, my name is Arlett and I’m very excited to be here with every one of you. I'm 17 years 

old and in the past few years I've been involved in different projects with adults and of course 

children. Today I'm here to talk to all of you about the Bucharest EU Children's Declaration. 

I am part of the Romanian Children’s Board, a child-led group, with around 20 members of 

different ages, from urban and rural areas, growing up in families and in public care, with various 

ethnic backgrounds, and diverse experience in representation. 

We are all working for the same ideals: an Europe in which we have a voice, an Europe that 

listens the next generation and an Europe that considers participation a way of making us better 

European citizens. 

We started writing the Bucharest EU Children's Declaration and we've come a long way since the 

first Skype call. The whole document belongs to children and was developed in the past 4 

months. Our first workshop was in February and I only knew Tudor for from a previous project. 

The fact that I didn’t knew almost anyone didn’t stop me because from the first call, even if it 

was a bit vague, everything that was discussed sparked my interest. I’ve learned the way from 

home to Bucharest like it was from home to school .in all those meetings and workshops we 

discussed about the problems in the society regarding our participation and the possible solutions 

that we wish will be implemented. we talked a lot but from all our ideas resulted important 

decisions about what will be in the declaration, about how we’ll promote it and how we’ll handle 

the feedback. Once we had the first final draft we shared it across Europe to gather the inputs 

from other children from European countries. Step by step, the monthly meetings outlined our 

entire plan with declaration and the European consultations. To resume it, we wanted it to be 

presented and adopted in this conference, right here, right now. 

The document represents a manifesto of the European Children about the fact that there is a 

huge gap between legislation and practice. It is our way to warn politicians, people with 

influence, the ones who have the power to change something for us, that we want to be part of 

the decision-making process, we want to be heard, to be taken into consideration because after 

all, we are the future but also the present. 

 We are asking for a clear roadmap for implementing the provisions of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, for programs that support child participation, starting in schools and for EU 

investments in child participation. We don’t want to hear, children don’t know anything because 

the present generation has already demonstrated its capacity of understanding and involving in 

the critical issue of the present.  
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I truly believe that the future won't be great just if you wish it will, you need to work with passion 

and consistency and you'll see the change. 

Rares Chioreanu: 

Thank you, Arlett. So, we, children from all over the European Union have gathered in Bucharest 

to present our commitment and our call on the leaders of EU Member States and of the European 

Union to make child participation a priority and a reality.  

 

The culture of child participation can be built at all levels: family, community, school, national 

and European.  

 

The present generation of children has already demonstrated its capacity of understanding and 

being involved in the critical issues of the present. Let us remember the students that 

demonstrate every week for climate change. This is one of the ways to make us better citizens 

of Europe in a better Europe. 

 

So, what are our demands? You can read all of them in your copy of the declaration, that you 

have in your folder, but I would like to highlight some of them. 

We demand: 

• A clear roadmap for implementing the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child and other European conventions related to child participation. We want this to 

happen in a timely manner.  

• A clear and simple monitoring and evaluation mechanism to be in place for equitable 

child participation. 

• Child participation to be supported through dedicated programs, starting with pre-

school and school to educate children about their right to participate and develop their 

skills related to participation. This should happen for parents and guardians as well. 

• Support for child participation platforms and forums to be established at national and 

EU levels to inform children on political decisions and measures. 

 

The main idea that I want you to remember from this conference is: ‘Nothing for 

children without child participation’ 

 

4.5.4. Speech by Ariana Ardelean (Junior Ambassador to the EU) on the Youth 

Council  

Date and place: 22nd May, 2019 – Brussels, Belgium 

INTRO - My name is Ariana Ardelean and I am one of the Romanian Junior Ambassadors to the 

EU and a member of the Romanian Children’s Board. 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to attend and have an intervention during the Youth 

Council meeting. I would like to acknowledge the opportunity of me and Francesca to not only 

be invited to be present in the room, but to be given the space to share our views for the policy 

debate focused on “Young people as agents of democracy in the European Union”. 
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CONTENT 

You might be wondering why me, and Francesca introduce ourselves with these fancy and long 

titles and what is the difference between our two roles? Well, I will not go into all the details 

because this is not the reason why I am here today, but I would like to highlight one significant 

difference between the two roles -that is our age. While the Youth Delegates are over 18 years 

old, the Junior Ambassadors are below 18. 

I mentioned this as I would like to take a moment to reflect on the definition of youth. We know 

there is no common definition of the age of ‘youth’ across member states, but the EU Youth 

Strategy is seen to apply to young people aged 15 to 30. However, in practice, there are more 

opportunities for engagement for youth over 18 years old.  I must highlight that participation 

should start from a very early age, to properly form and inform children and young people about 

democracy principles. We can't expect young people to sustain and support a democratic life 

without understanding what democracy is. Education curricula should be strengthened to include 

political education, info on EU and children’s rights, civil and social justice etc. 

We strongly believe that a culture of participation should be built at all levels: family, community, 

local, regional, national and European levels. 

This is one of the main reasons why we have developed the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration, 

a pilot document which highlights the role and capacities of children when it comes to policy and 

decision making at all the levels mentioned before. Children, Government and EU institutions 

representatives, experts, NGOs and international organizations from all over the EU have 

provided their inputs and have adopted it last week, during the International Conference on 

Children's Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at European Union level. A 

supporting experts report proposes solutions and recommendations for EU institutions and 

member states on how best to realize the ideas set out in the Declaration.   

When you are little, they always say “All you have to do is study”. And I stand here today proud 

to say that we have been learning and we will continue to do so.  We got to know our strengths, 

interests and needs probably better than any generation before us, because we’ve been 

listening, observing and interacting with the world around us in unprecedented manners. The 

policy paper for debate today talks about these new and shifting forms of power and youth 

participation and I would like to share few points regarding the strengths, interests and profile 

of today’s young generations, for increasing their participation in the democratic life of the EU 

and its Member States.  

Strengths: Children have a different type of mentality and interests. That is clear as day and I 

wouldn’t deny it not even if I was given the chance. That is because today we are growing up in 

an environment which allows and encourages us to learn the ropes of the world. Lacking the 

kind of social obligations that tie down the adults, children and young people are more than free 

to do what they do better - explore the world and understand it. This means that our perception 

is a unique mix between maturity and innocence, between sensibility and hope. 

Interests: They may not come off immediately. Some of us would be out in the Streets every 

Friday militating for the change we wish to see. Some of us would be in the classroom, imagining 

the world we are going to build when we hold positions that allow us to further change. But we 

all have something in common: we see ourselves living in an EU that encourages voicing our 

opinions through more than the simple act of saying so, an Europe where these opinions are not 

just heard and listened, but where they are recorded, analyzed and processed through adequate 

methodology and instruments. We are committed to making it last, no matter how long or 

tedious the process may get. Building a new paradigm requires more than mere commitment 

from the side of children and young people, however.  Our hearts may be in the right place, but 

shaping the policies for the generations of Europe to come is a longer journey than any of us 

can sail - therefore, we need to act as allies on the same ship rather than looking at us through 
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the barrier of voting age. Accountability goes both ways, and children are on the right track, we 

just need a companion who can dedicate its resources in order to sustain this ambitious project 

- and we hope to have found one in the EU. 

Needs/Profile: Information is power, but connections are a shotgun. Young people today have 

both, due the high-speed internet connections and social media channels, that allow for more 

than just a global society- they create an “Our society”, one in which each of us can contribute. 

Denmark’s representative at the EU Youth Strategy adopting meeting paraphrased the meaning 

of our presence here today in a simple, universally true sentence: Democracy is reinvented by 

every generation. 

Our future is based on the decisions of the present, which ensue from the experience of the 

past. The commitments made by every one of you is a testament of your will and desire of 

building the way to the unmitigatedly inclusive Europe, one in which us, children and youth, 

have the opportunity of constructing the present alongside with every other person in the EU. 

We want to place all of this future dream into the reality of the present. And because the image 

of the child as a hopeless dreamer should be rendered obsolete, we have come to this meeting 

prepared with a concrete action plan, our own Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration. 

Children today, youth of tomorrow and the adults of the day after, wish to see good practices 

on more than just a national level- we adamantly ask on the EU to adhere to the provisions of 

the most ratified document in the world and to extend its policies as to include Children’s Right 

to Participate as a priority, an investment which will lead to a sustainable democratic life.  

In order to avoid superficial youth participation, the strategy when it comes to civic engagement 

should have as key point encouraging child participation, as it may be rather futile to expect a 

person to engage actively in the civic life when he/she doesn't have the base and doesn't 

understand what democracy is or how does it work. Eight in ten young Europeans believe that 

support should be given to educational programmes that promote critical thinking and better 

education about the rights and responsibilities of EU citizens, and the functioning of the EU and 

its institutions – all key elements to ensuring the smooth functioning of a modern democracy. 

Moreover, we deem the formation of a platform to engage each and every child the next step 

when it comes to ensuring that the dialogue between the political decidents and the population 

who would inherit their work is productive. We consider the newly established EU Youth 

Coordinator, as well as the European Youth Portal and EU Youth Strategy Platform a welcomed 

step forward when it comes to maintaining politics and people close, and we encourage/suggest 

this council of ministers to look forward into the possibility of creating equivalent structures to 

involve children in the democratic life of Europe as early as their maturity and interest allows. 

CALL TO ACTION 

Our vision and our hope is that when discussing about children and young people as agents of 

democracy in the European Union, we will  ditch the proverbial “I think we should” and replace 

it with “I did; We did”, because while we might enjoy this marvelous EU’s equivalent of dinner 

chat, the next generation is here for the dessert, the red cherry of inclusion and active 

participation put into practice. 

But in order to translate this beautiful ideals into words, we have to make use of our partnership 

and we, children and young people, are counting on you to act as our allies in this process and 

to put the child participation mechanism at the EU level as part of the agenda of the next meeting 

of the Council of Ministers for Youth, Education, Culture and Sports, where the actions we are 

all looking forward to can be debated and then implemented. 
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4.5.5 Speech by Rares Voicu (Junior Ambassador to the EU) on the Education Council 

of Ministers Meeting 

 

Date and place: 22nd May, 2019 – Brussels, Belgium 

INTRO - My name is Rareș Voicu and I am one of the Romanian Junior Ambassadors to the EU 

and a member of the Romanian Children’s Board. We have developed the Bucharest EU 

Children’s Declaration, circulated it around Europe for inputs and adopted it last week during the 

International Conference on Children's Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at 

European Union level.   

DECLARATION  

Our declaration represents our manifesto and our commitment and our call to action for the 

leaders of EU Member States and of the European Union to make child participation a priority 

and a reality. 

Why? Because we are 20% of Europe’s population and we are writing our own story through 

marches, vocalization, and representation. Because we want to be consulted on issues that 

influence our lives directly, both as European citizens, as well as of our own countries.  

Thirty years have passed since the Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by all EU 

countries. Article 12 stipulates the right of all children to be heard and have their views given 

due weight in accordance with their age and maturity. Though in 2018 “The Europe Kids Want” 

survey conducted by Eurochild and UNICEF shows that only 43% of the children think that the 

EU makes their lives better and less than 8% feel that adults listen to their opinions when making 

decisions in their community. 

We should all have the right to participate, regardless of age, gender, origin, ethnicity, and 

ability. We should be learning how to be inclusive and support each other in an environment 

that is prepared to listen to all children. 

We commend any authority at community, regional, national or EU level willing to seek our 

opinions, but we ask that this be part of a process that is structured, continuous, meaningful, 

respectful and protective of our rights and values, and that uses our input. We are more than 

our ad hoc presence at public events and the nice pictures of us smiling together with decision-

makers.  

We are asking for a clear roadmap for implementing the provisions of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, the EU Charter on Human Rights, the Recommendations of the European 

Parliament and the European Commission related to child participation.  

We are asking that clear and simple monitoring and evaluation mechanism be in place for child 

participation at local, national and EU levels. 

We are asking that child participation be supported through dedicated programs, starting with 

school, to educate children about their right to participate and develop their skills related to 

participation and continued in communities and at national and European level.  

We are asking that child participation becomes a horizontal principle guiding the investments 

made by the EU. 

We are asking for a EU civic class or EU citizenship lessons or more and better School Students’ 

Councils in all schools... so we have the chance of learning and experimenting participation in 

the medium in which we spend most of our time, schools. 

The present generation of children has already demonstrated its capacity of understanding and 

involving in the critical issues of the present. We stand for participation as part of our 
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commitment to giving back to our families and our communities a part of what was invested in 

us, as early as possible.  

We stand for participation as we believe that this is one of the ways to make us better citizens 

of Europe in a better Europe. 

CALL TO ACTION 

We are fully aware of the fact that what we have said in this declaration will remain nothing but 

words if we do not act to turn them into reality. We have worked hard and put a lot of hope in 

this Declaration and we hope this is not only a flame that will go off after June 2019.  

Education is at the core of our vision of co-creating and building together the future of Europe. 

To formalize the Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration and to start translating it into practice, we 

know that a critical milestone can be the EU Council's recommendation. The Romanian 

presidency of the Council has formally established child participation as a priority for their 

mandate. They have made progress in terms of listening to children, but there is still a long way 

to go. That is why our request and hope is that you would consider to discuss and adopt a council 

recommendation on this topic at the next council meeting. 

 

4.6. Speech by Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă at the stocktaking conference on the 

exercise of the Romanian EU Council Presidency 

 

http://gov.ro/en/news/speech-by-prime-minister-viorica-dancila-at-the-stocktaking-

conference-on-the-exercise-of-the-romanian-eu-council-presidency  

Wednesday, 03 July 

Good afternoon. 

I will present today a review of the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council, alongside Minister 

George Ciamba. 

It has been a successful tenure in which Romania has proven its strong attachment to European 

values and has acted to strengthen the European project, for a Union of the citizens, of our 

liberties, our efforts and our combined capacities. 

In the six- month mandate, we have proven efficiency, promptitude, and professionalism, given 

that the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council took place in a complex and dynamic context, 

marked by European election, and also the Brexit related developments, by an ever-changing 

international environment. 

The Presidency of the EU Council has had a special significance for Romania which has led to 

significant results, both for us, as Member State as well as for the European Union as a whole. 

The Romanian Government, the teams of diplomats and experts as well the Permanent 

Representation of Romania to the European Union have made sustained efforts over these six 

months. 

Romanians can be proud of what we have succeeded in doing, of our results as a country! 

Romania has done its duty and has proven that it is a responsible Member State, preoccupied 

with advancing the European agenda for the benefit of citizens. This was the main expectation 

of the European partners of our mandate. Their praise and reactions at the end of the six –

month Presidency prove us that we have been successful in our approach. 

http://gov.ro/en/news/speech-by-prime-minister-viorica-dancila-at-the-stocktaking-conference-on-the-exercise-of-the-romanian-eu-council-presidency
http://gov.ro/en/news/speech-by-prime-minister-viorica-dancila-at-the-stocktaking-conference-on-the-exercise-of-the-romanian-eu-council-presidency
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We reconfirmed the fact that Romania has a deep and accurate understanding of the European 

context, of the decision –making process at the EU level and the sensibilities of the Member 

States. 

We confirmed that Romania has an important say in defining the European project. 

Our actions fell under the motto of the presidency- Cohesion, a common European value, to 

which we circumscribed our entire activity. We promoted cohesion among the Member States, 

between regions and communities, among citizens. 

We acted in this manner with the belief that the European Union can move forward in the spirit 

of the founding ideas of the European project, only by maintaining cohesion and bridging all 

gaps among the Member States. 

The rights and freedoms of all citizens are observed in a strong Europe, and nobody is left 

behind. 

In order to have a more accurate picture of our efforts during this term, I would like to mention 

some data on the results of the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council. 

The review is impressive: about 2,500 meetings and events, of which over 2,000 meetings of 

working groups, 64 EU Council Ministerial meetings, a total of 300 events organized in Romania, 

as well as hosting the Sibiu Summit. 

In terms of results, we can also speak of a more than generous review:  90 legislative dossiers 

closed in a record time of three months until the end of European Parliament's legislative activity,  

one dossier per day on average. We add 84 EU Council Conclusions adopted on multiple topics 

of common interest, numerous Progress Reports of the Presidency developed, Council Decisions 

approved. 

At the same time, the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council prepared and endorsed the EU 

stance in various international fora. 

In addition, it was an extremely dense schedule of visits and political meetings attended by 

members of the Romanian Government. 

As Prime Minister, I paid six working visits to Brussels, I received the visit of several of my 

counterparts in Bucharest, and I participated in several high –level events held in the context of 

the Romanian Presidency. 

We have campaigned for the equal observance of the rights and freedoms of all citizens, for the 

promotion of Romania’s interests and for instituting dialogue as the main instrument of the 

decision –making process. 

We have had good consultations with European leaders on the dossiers on the EU agenda and 

on our priorities as a Member State. 

Romania was the first state to hold the rotating presidency that presented, at the level of Prime 

Minister, the mandate’s priorities in the plenary session of the European Economic and Social 

Committee. 

We maintained a constant dialogue with the representatives of the European Committee of the 

Regions as we wanted an increasingly active involvement of all those interested in strengthening 

the European project. 

We advocated advancing the social dimension, promoting gender equality and combating anti-

Semitism, xenophobia and hate speech. 
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We campaigned for the“Bucharest EU Children's Declaration” to be drafted under the auspices 

of the Romanian Presidency, an instrument that provides the basis for the consultation of 

children and young people in the decision-making process of the European Union. 

Through what we did during our tenure, alongside the colleagues, the Ministers, and the expert 

teams, we achieved concrete results and progress which, as we intended in the work program 

presented at the beginning of our mandate, make the Union more cohesive, more unitary, 

stronger, in line with the motto of our Presidency. 

We have achieved visible, sustainable results, to which citizens can easily and clearly report, we 

have been able to finalize and advance negotiations on important dossiers that have beneficial 

effects for the lives of European citizens. 

We had several achievements on all four key pillars we set out in our program of priorities: 

Europe of Convergence, safer Europe, Europe- Global Actor, Europe of Common Values. The on-

time results will be detailed by Minister- delegate for European Affairs, Mr. George Ciamba. 

As you well know, the EU agenda under the Romanian Presidency was marked by the 

developments on a number of horizontal dossiers of major relevance to the future of the 

European project, such as the Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2021-2027, the management 

of the Brexit process or the definition of the Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. 

At the same time, a series of decisions of great importance have been formulated during our 

term, in relation to many of the EU's policies, such as those in the social, energy and climate 

change areas, the Digital Single Market, as well as the EU internal security and the Economic 

and Monetary Union. 

Following the mandate of the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council, both the European path 

of the Western Balkan states, the European Union's commitment to the Eastern Partnership 

partners, and the geopolitical relevance of the Black Sea are re-positioned on the EU's agenda. 

The Romanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union proved dynamic and capable of 

substantial sustained effort, qualities that contributed decisively to the significant advance of the 

negotiations. We had very good cooperation with all European actors and the Member States. 

Our results ultimately reflect the work of all Member States at the Council level and the support 

of all European institutional actors, without which our mission would have been much more 

difficult. 

We have succeeded in building bridges, in strengthening the dialogue between the Member 

States and the European institutions, between the Member States and the citizens, to consolidate 

the trust of the citizens in the European institutions. 

I will highlight a few elements whereby the Romanian Presidency remains in the institutional 

memory of the Union: 

We contributed to defining the Union’s future; 

We acted for greater cohesion in Europe; 

We worked for a safer Europe and for strengthening the external borders; 

We acted for promoting digitalization and innovation; 

We delivered results for strengthening the Energy Union and combating climate change; 

We worked for strengthening the Economic and Monetary Union and making the European 

economy more resilient to crises; 
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We helped to strengthen the EU’s role in the vicinity and the world; 

We actively maintained the Union’s enlargement agenda, a policy of considerable strategic 

importance; 

These results were possible only through a sustained work at the level of Government and the 

entire Romanian public administration. 

I would like to publicly thank all those who have contributed to this joint effort: the Permanent 

Representation of Romania to the European Union, the Unit for Preparing the Romanian 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the diplomats from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, who coordinated this process under the guidance of Minister George Ciamba, also the 

Romanian experts who worked in the institutions in Bucharest, and also Romania’s diplomatic 

missions abroad. 

Due to the dedication of all these people involved, Romania has acted throughout this time also 

in its role as presidency of the Council of the European Union, to facilitate consensus among 

member states, contributing to advance the European agenda and thus create opportunities for 

our citizens, in line with the responsibility assumed upon taking office. 

The Romanian Presidency has achieved its established objectives in relation to the profoundly 

pro-European approach that defines the Romanian society. 

The exercise of the Presidency was Romania’s maturity exam as EU member state, the exam of 

our ability to perform in a complex European context, to demonstrate that we know how to 

evaluate the variables that condition our activity and that we are a capable and solid European 

administration, which makes a direct, genuine contribution to the development of the European 

project. 

The achievements of the Presidency and the appreciation of our partners strengthen our self -

confidence, our confidence in our European capability and performance. 

Romania reconfirmed that it is a strong European voice, a serious partner that leaves a strong 

foundation for the next chapter of the European construction. 

Finally, I wish great success to the Finnish Presidency of the EU Council in its mission for the 

next six months. 

Following the experience of this mandate, Romania will continue to work towards meeting the 

objective of strengthening the European Union, European policies and promoting solidarity and 

unity within the EU. 

I welcome the fact that the negotiations between the Member States, within the European 

institutional framework, produced a formula for the appointment at the helm of the European 

institutions. 

The Government of Romania is willing to work with the new leadership of the European 

institutions to advance the European project. 


